
 
 
 

 

 

The University of Notre Dame Australia is a Catholic university with campuses in Fremantle, Broome and Sydney. 
The Objects of the University are the provision of university education within a context of Catholic faith and values 
and the provision of an excellent standard of teaching, scholarship and research, training for the professions and the 

pastoral care of its students. 
 

 

Catholic Education Western Australia PhD Scholarship 
 

(Full-Time, $40,000p.a, for Three Years) 
 

The University of Notre Dame Australia is offering one (tax-free) PhD scholarship, $40,000 
per annum, for up to three years. We are seeking expressions of interest (EOI) from 
candidates interested in pursuing a PhD program under the direction of a team of experts on 
the topic of Transformative Education for Sustainable Futures. Research will be 
implemented at St Mary’s College, Broome, Western Australia.  

Established by Catholic Education Western Australia, this scholarship is available to one 
student undertaking a PhD degree.  
 
Applications are sought in the research area of Catholic Education, from qualified school 
teachers wishing to research the notion of ecological conversion in a school community, as 
documented in the Pope’s 2015 Encyclical on the Environment, entitled: On Care for Our 
Common Home.  
 
Candidates must hold a Master degree in Education or be able to demonstrate equivalent 
research experience.  
 
For enquiries related to the research topic, please contact Associate Professor Sandra 
Wooltorton, at Sandra.Wooltorton@nd.edu.au or ring 08 9192 0614 or 0475 831 031.  
 
For process-related enquiries please contact the Research Office (Fremantle/Broome) on (08) 
9433 0664 or email research@nd.edu.au. Please note that international student applications 
are eligible to also apply for a fee off-set scholarship. 
 
The project outline is on the back of this page. An application form for admission into a PhD 
program is available on our website at: 
http://www.nd.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/112592/Postgraduate-Research-
Application-Form.pdf, and an application package for the scholarship is available on at: 
http://www.nd.edu.au/research/postgraduate-research/postgraduate-
information/scholarships 
  

Closing date for applications: open until filled.  
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Transformative Education for Sustainable Futures 
This school-based education research will involve the school community, including teachers, 
children and families. It will take a transformative learning community approach towards 
social and environmental sustainability.  

Background 
Laudato Si’ is a dialogue about the Earth as our common home, and is addressed to “every 
person living on this planet”. It was written by Pope Francis in 2015 as a response to 
environmental and social crises. It asks all people, particularly those in first world countries, 
to transform their environmental, social and economic habits for the sake of the Earth and 
humanity. Pope Francis calls this transformation an ‘ecological conversion’, described by 
Ormerod and Vanin (2016): 

[Ecological conversion] involves more than extending our concern for justice 

to include other-than-human life. It challenges us to develop an integral 

ecology, a new paradigm of justice, one “which respects our unique place as 

human beings in this world and our relationship to our surroundings”. (P. 

351)  

Chapter six of the document, entitled: Ecological Education and Spirituality, calls for a new 
lifestyle. It describes the need to educate for the promise between humanity and the 
environment, and the spirituality that can motivate those in the first world to an ecological 
conversion. This would mean a focus on joy and peace with an emphasis on a virtuous 
lifestyle of simplicity, along with civic and political love. 

About this PhD Project 
Taking Laudato Si’ as the starting point, the PhD Education Researcher will undertake a 
literature and methodological review, develop a proposal for approval and attain an ethics 
clearance. Following this, using a community of practice methodology the researcher will 
devise, lead and evaluate a plan for a holistic, comprehensive ecological conversion across 
the school. There is a substantial body of work in the field of sustainability education and 
transformative human inquiry to draw upon, along with a considerable emerging literature 
around the relatively new integral ecology paradigm.  

Big Ideas: 

 An acknowledgement that this project is located on Yawuru Country. Yawuru cultural 

knowledges, traditions, languages and caring for Country wisdom – and Yawuru 

cultural revitalisation and resurgence – are the central backbone of the project.  

 Ecological conversion: from a business-as-usual consumerist lifestyle towards one of 

simplicity and care for Earth and each other.  

Funding Notes 
The successful applicant for this three-year project will be the recipient of a Catholic 
Education Western Australia Scholarship valued at $40,000 per annum. 

References 

 Ormerod, Neil, and Cristina Vanin. "Ecological Conversion: What Does It Mean?". 

Theological Studies 77, no. 2 (2016): 328-52. 

 Pope Francis. Encyclical Letter: Laudato Si' of the Holy Father Francis - on Care for 

Our Common Home.  The Vatican: Vatican Press, 2015. 

 


