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Churack Chair Update 
 
It is with great pleasure that we provide this Newsletter to our 
donors and supporters of the Churack Chair of Chronic Pain 
Education and Research. 
 
The Churack Chair of Chronic Pain Education and Research 
continues to make an impact in both research and education at 
Notre Dame and in our community.  
 
Dr Natalie Morellini, our first post-doctoral fellow in pain medicine 
has commenced work under the direction of the Churack Chair, 
Professor Eric Visser, with Professors Peter Drummond and 
Philip Finch at Murdoch University. 
 
Dr Morellini is researching the immune and sympathetic nervous 
systems in producing chronic nerve pain. It is cutting edge 
research and she is one of the few post-doctoral science 
researchers at Notre Dame.  
 
With my recent appointment as Director of Mission Integration at 
St John of God Subiaco Hospital (commencing October 2017) this 
will be my last Churack Chair update from The University of Notre 
Dame Australia. I have greatly enjoyed my involvement with the 
Churack Chair and thank you for your support of this important 
initiative. 
 
Shelley Mason, who has recently returned to Notre Dame from 
parental leave, will continue to oversee all donor enquiries relating 
to the Churack Chair. Shelley can be contacted via 
shelley.mason1@nd.edu.au or on 0409 380 881.   
 

 

Jennifer Healey 
Director, Office of University Relations 
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Notre Dame welcomes new Dean 
of Medicine in Fremantle –  

Dr Gervase Chaney 
 
 

 
Dr Gervase Chaney 

 
The University of Notre Dame Australia is 
pleased to announce the appointment of Dr 
Gervase Chaney as the new Dean of the 
School of Medicine on its Fremantle Campus. 

Dr Chaney said: “I am honoured to be 
appointed Dean of the Medical School at the 
Fremantle Campus of Notre Dame and to be 
involved in the shaping of our future medical 
practitioners. I have been very fortunate in the 
many opportunities I have had in clinical 
practice, education and leadership in the WA 
public health system and beyond and I am 
looking forward to bringing that experience and 
learning to my new role.”  

Dr Chaney will formally commence with the 
University as Dean in mid-October 2017. 

To read the full media release please visit 
http://www.nd.edu.au/news/media-
releases/2017/051  
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Churack Chair Lectures 
 
Professor Eric Visser has given numerous lectures in 
recent months including the Society for Occupational 
Medicine, various General Practitioner seminars and 
medical student lectures (along with Post-Doctoral Fellow 
in Pain Medicine Dr Natalie Morellini) on basic sciences 
in pain.  
 
Professor Visser has also given two lectures for staff of 
Southern Cross Care WA related to pain issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill Kelly, Nurse Practitioner, Acute Pain Service, St John of God 

Subiaco Hospital and Professor Eric Visser, Churack Chair of 
Chronic Pain Education & Research (Photo courtesy of Medicus, 

April 2017 edition) 
 
Professor Eric Visser remains a member of the 
Fremantle School of Medicine Research Committee, a 
tutor of 3rd and 4th year medical students in their research 
modules and on various examinations and student 
selection panels. He has examined Honours students 
and other postgraduate students who are completing 
their thesis in various pain studies. 
 

Churack Chair Pain Masterclass  
 

A Churack Chair Pain Masterclass was held in June with 
Dr Rob Delcanho on orofacial pain and headaches at St 
John of God Subiaco Hospital. The Masterclass was 
attended by more than 100 health care practitioners and 
linked to regional centres throughout Western Australia 
via webcast.  
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The Churack Chair website 
 

 
The Churack Chair website is averaging 20 new visitors 
per day with 3,500 page views since March 2017. 
Interestingly most hits are from the USA which have 
accounted for more than 40% of the visits!  

The University of Notre Dame Australia will continue to 
develop the Churack Chair website further aiming to 

increase its profile and use as a one-stop shop for pain 
education and research.  

Please continue to visit the website as it develops over 
coming months. 

 

 

 

 

Pain Medicine Research 

• Dr Natalie Morellini, Notre Dame’s first post-doctoral 
fellow in pain medicine, has commenced research on 
Complex Regional Pain Syndrome which is suffered 
by people who have severe injuries. This condition is 
most commonly found in the feet and hands, and the 
underlying cause of this is unknown. Dr Morellini is 
looking at the involvement of the sympathetic 
nervous system and specific pain receptors in certain 
patients to examine what causes this type of pain. 
 

• Two PhD students Dr Andrew Jan and Mrs Elspeth 
Shipton remain active with publications in 
acupuncture for pain relief in the emergency 
department and an editorial in the Medical Journal of 
Australia. Dr Eamon McDonnell has recently enrolled 
in a Master of Science investigating migraine and 
two new Masters students are lined up for pain 
research next year.  

Major Audit a “First” for Australia  
 

• At St John of God Subiaco Hospital planning is 
underway for a major audit of nearly 400 patients 
regarding their pain and analgesia use following 
discharge from day surgery. This is important as 
20% of patients may develop chronic pain after 
surgery and some patients may become dependent 
on prescribed pain medications or have leftover 
doses that could do harm. This study will discover 
how much pain people experience at home after 
surgery and what happens with their left over pain 
medications. A first of its kind in Australia, this 
initiative will be run by Nurse Practitioner Jill Kelly 
(pictured left) and Research Nurse Nisha Sikotra 
with the support and funding of St John of God 
Subiaco Hospital.  

 
• The Churack Chair has hosted pain education 

tutorials at St John of God Subiaco Hospital for 
trainee pain specialists in WA. 

 

 
 

 

Media 
 

 
Channel Seven News coverage aired on 7 July 2017 
highlighting a proposed ultrasound-guided nerve block 
for some kinds of back pain. The Churack Chair will be 
working cooperatively with The University of Western 
Australia’s Department of Anatomy in this study.  
 
Articles have been produced in the April and May 
editions (2017) of Medicus.  
 
 

 

 

Churack Chair Website: http://churackchair.nd.edu.au/ 

 

 

http://churackchair.nd.edu.au/

