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Surviving Sisyphus: Justice, 
Judges and Jaundice 
Tuesday 13 October 2015 | 6-7pm followed by refreshments 

School of Law 

The Honourable David 

Malcolm Annual 

Memorial Lecture 

The Honourable 

Professor Neville Owen 

The Honourable Professor Neville Owen was a long-time colleague and close friend of 

David Malcolm.  He is a former Justice of the Supreme Court of Western Australia. He 

served on the bench for 19 years and has conducted trials and appeals in all areas of the 

Court's civil and criminal jurisdictions.  Prior to moving to the Bench, Justice Owen was a 

partner in the firm Robinson Cox (now Clayton Utz).  He had a broadly-based commercial 

practice and was most involved with matters relating to corporate structures, insolvency, 

trusts and equity and media law.  

Professor Owen is an Adjunct Professor in the School of Law (Fremantle) at The 

University of Notre Dame Australia. He also serves as a member of the Board of Trustees 

and Board of Governors of the University of Notre Dame Australia as well as the School 

of Law Advisory Board, Fremantle. 

Venue: The University of Notre Dame Australia 
Michael Keating Room (ND42) Cliff Street, Fremantle 

  Fremantle Campus Map 

RSVP: Pam Meehan on 9433 0741 or email pam.meehan@nd.edu.au 
The Honourable David Malcolm Memorial Lecture series was established in 2015 by the School of Law (Fremantle) to 
honour the late David Malcolm, a former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Western Australia. The annual Memorial 
Lecture is dedicated to his life and work as an eminent jurist, scholar and legal practitioner as well as the significant 
contributions he made to the law profession, community and civil society. The annual Memorial Lecture will provide an 
opportunity to pay tribute to, and celebrate, his enduring legacy. 

The lectures presented as part of this series are free of charge and open to members of the School of Law, the University 
and the general public. 

http://www.nd.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/110910/Fremantle-Campus-map.pdf
mailto:pam.meehan@nd.edu.au
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The Honourable David Malcolm was a highly distinguished member of the legal 

profession. He graduated with an LLB from The University of Western Australia in 1959 

and in 1960 he was the Rhodes Scholar for Western Australia. In 1962 he obtained his 

BCL from Oxford University with first class honours. He was admitted to legal practice in 

1964 practising in various areas of law particularly commercial and corporate law, and 

mining, media, shipping and administrative law.  

He was President of the Bar Association of Western Australia from 1982-1984 and held 

the position of Vice-President of the Australian Bar Association in 1984. In 2006 he was 

awarded the honour of life-member of the Australian Bar Association. During his years 

of legal practice, he was actively engaged in various organisations including serving as 

chair of the Town Planning Appeals Tribunal (1979-1986) and the Law Reform 

Commission (1979-1982). 

He was appointed the 12th Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Western Australia in 

1988, a position he held and served with distinction until his retirement from the bench 

in 2006. During his time as Chief Justice he served as patron, vice-patron and trustee of 

numerous organisations including President of the Scouts Association Board, Trustee 

for Youth at Fairbridge Inc., Chairman of the Special Airborne Services Trust and Trustee 

of the Francis Burt Law Education Centre and Museum.  

His exemplary professional, civic and community work has been recognised and 

honoured nationally and internationally. In 1990 he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor 

of Western Australia and in 1992 he was made a Companion of the Order of Australia.  

In 1999 he was elected as an Honorary Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn, London. In 2000 he 

was awarded the Honour of Citizen of the Year in Western Australia in the category of 

the Professions.  

On retirement from the bench in 2006, he was appointed as Professor of Law in the 

School of Law (Fremantle) at The University of Notre Dame Australia until 2010, and as 

Adjunct Professor from 2011. 

The Honourable 

David Malcolm  

AC QC CitWA  

(1938 – 2014) 


