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The Institute for Ethics & Society is delighted to host an online book launch for Love’s Forgiveness: Kierkegaard, 
Resentment, Humility, and Hope by IES Director, Professor John Lippitt.

Published by Oxford University Press, Love’s Forgiveness explores key questions raised by recent philosophers 
of forgiveness, and connects their discussions with New Testament passages on forgiveness and reflections from 
the Christian tradition, especially in the writings of Kierkegaard. The book draws on philosophy, theology, memoirs, 
and fiction to argue for a view of forgiveness as a ‘work of love’, and shows the connections between forgiveness 
and such qualities as humility and hope.

C. Stephen Evans 
University Professor of Philosophy and 

Humanities at Baylor University, and 
currently directing a three-year US$2 

million Templeton Religion Trust grant on 
‘Accountability as a Virtue’, will also offer 

brief comments via video on the book

Christopher Cordner
Associate Professor of Philosophy at the 

University of Melbourne and author of 
Ethical Encounter: the Depth of Moral 
Meaning, will give a response to the 

book on the night.

John Lippitt  
Professor of Philosophy and Director of 
the Institute for Ethics & Society at The 
University of Notre Dame Australia. His 

research for Love’s Forgiveness was 
supported by a Leverhulme Trust Major 

Research Fellowship (2018–2020).

Thursday 19 November, 8pm - 9pm (via Zoom)

JOH N L I PPI T T  is currently Professor  
of Philosophy and Director of the Institute  
for Ethics & Society at The University of Notre 
Dame Australia, as well as Professor of Ethics 
and Philosophy of Religion at the University  
of Hertfordshire and Honorary Professor  
of Philosophy at Deakin University. His other 
publications include Humour and Irony in 
Kierkegaard’s Thought (2000), Kierkegaard 
and the Problem of Self-Love (2013), and The 
Routledge Guidebook to Kierkegaard’s Fear  
and Trembling (second edition, 2016). 

also published by 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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Jordan Wessling  
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The Appearing of God  
Jean-Yves Lacoste
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Love’s Forgiveness combines a discussion  
of the nature and ethics of forgiveness with  
a discussion—inspired by Kierkegaard—of  
the implications of considering interpersonal 
forgiveness as a ‘work of love’. It introduces the 
reader to key questions that have exercised  
recent philosophers of forgiveness, discussing 
the relationship between forgiveness and an 
extended notion of resentment; considering 
whether forgiveness should be conditional or 
unconditional (showcasing a particular under-
standing of the latter); and arguing that there  
are legitimate forms of third party forgiveness.  
It then introduces the idea of forgiveness  
as a work of love through a discussion of 
Kierkegaard, key New Testament passages  
on forgiveness, and some recent work on  
the philosophy of love.

Drawing on both philosophy and the New  
Testament, John Lippitt offers an understanding 
of forgiveness that incorporates both agapic love 
and a proper concern for justice. Lippitt explores 
religious and secular uses of key metaphors for 
forgiveness, and the idea of forgivingness as a 
virtue. He suggests that seeking to correct for 
various cognitive biases is key to the develop-
ment of such a virtue, and connects it to other 
virtues, such as humility and hope. He draws  
on both Kierkegaard’s discourse literature and 
contemporary philosophical work on these latter 
characteristics, before turning to a discussion  
of the nature of self-forgiveness. Throughout the 
book, the philosophical and theological literature  
is rooted in a discussion of various ‘forgiveness 
narratives’, including Helen Prejean’s Dead Man 
Walking, Thordis Elva and Tom Stranger’s South 
of Forgiveness, and Ian McEwan’s Atonement.

‘A masterful treatment of an exceptionally important set of issues  
surrounding forgiveness. It will become the standard work on  
forgiveness, and it also has lots to offer about love, justice, and  
the virtues of hope and humility.’
c. stephen evans, Professor of Philosophy and Humanities, Baylor University

‘A sophisticated and original exploration of the idea of forgiveness, 
grounded in, but not exclusively centred on, the work of Kierkegaard.  
The book is wide-ranging in topics covered and scope of reference, rich  
in argument and analysis, sympathetic and nuanced in its treatment  
of the subject, and well-informed in the theological, psychological,  
and philosophical contexts of debate.’
peter lamarque, Professor of Philosophy, University of York

‘We admire people who are forgiving—but is it always right to forgive?  
And who has the right to forgive anyway? Should we be more concerned 
about forgiving or being forgiven? And if we need to be forgiven, can  
we forgive ourselves? These are some of the questions addressed with  
clarity, honesty, and a sense for the fine grain of moral arguments in  
John Lippitt’s new book, which also does good service in showing how  
much we can learn from Kierkegaard’s best insights on this topic.’
george pattison, Professor of Theology and Modern European Thought,  
University of Glasgow
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Jacket image: Pierre Subleyras, Dinner at the House of Simon,  
1737 (detail). Louvre, Paris/Bridgeman Images.

BOOK LAUNCH FOR  
LOVE’S FORGIVENESS 
By Professor John Lippitt 

The launch will conclude with an interactive Q&A time.
To register and receive the Zoom meeting link, please email ies@nd.edu.au


