
 
 
 

The University of Notre Dame Australia is a Catholic university with campuses in Fremantle, Broome and 
Sydney. The Objects of the University are the provision of university education within a context of Catholic 
faith and values and the provision of an excellent standard of teaching, scholarship and research, training 
for the professions and the pastoral care of its students. 

 

 
PhD Scholarship – Clinical gestalt in acute to chronic pain transition in general practice 

(Full-Time, $30,000 p.a., for Three Years) 
 

The University of Notre Dame Australia is offering one (tax-free) PhD stipend scholarship, $30,000 per annum, 
for up to three years. We are seeking applications from highly motivated candidates interested in pursuing a 
PhD under the direction and supervision of an expert clinical and academic team based on Fremantle 
Campus within The School of Medicine and Institute for Health Research. Established by the Australian 
Commonwealth Government, this scholarship is available to high achieving domestic students undertaking a 
doctoral degree.  
 
Applications are sought in the research area of “A grounded theory study of general practitioners’ gestalt 
and clinical reasoning in identifying and managing patients at risk of developing chronic pain in 
primary care”. 
 
General practitioners (GPs) are at the forefront of diagnosing and managing pain cost effectively. Early 
intervention in patients with risk factors for developing chronic pain may prevent acute-to-chronic pain 
transition, which occurs in approximately 20% of cases. As the first point of contact for most patients with 
pain, GPs are in a key position to effect the early prevention of chronic pain. Logistical constraints make risk 
assessment tools often impractical to use in these primary care settings. GPs often rely on other forms of 
evaluation such as clinical reasoning and gestalt or ‘intuition’ to identify patients with acute pain who are at-
risk of developing chronic pain and disability. The pivotal role of GPs in preventing acute-to-chronic pain 
transition has not been investigated. 
 
This novel study focuses on the clinical reasoning and gestalt (clinical intuition) processes. It will examine 
how GPs predict which patients with acute pain will subsequently develop chronic pain. The information 
gained will inform subsequent patient management and treatment guidelines development, with the ultimate 
goal of optimising chronic pain prevention and management.  
 
Chronic pain also reflects a complex interplay of personalised subjective reports by the patient and biomedical 
and psychosocial factors which are difficult to assess objectively. The grounded theory design of this study 
aims to develop a better understanding of the process of GP assessment of salient patient factors such as 
coping styles, self-perceptions, psychological and psychosocial factors and self-efficacy & resilience.  

 
Applicants must hold a relevant Honours (1 or 2A) or Master by Research degree in a relevant field such as 
psychology, nursing, medicine, physiotherapy, occupational therapy or other health related area or be able to 
demonstrate equivalent relevant research experience. The candidate should be engaged with the topic area 
and have a working knowledge of qualitative research. Communication, team work and written skills with 
strong organisational ability are essential.  
 
To apply please complete sections 1-4 (all sections), 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3, 7 and 8 of the Higher Degree by 
Research Scholarship Application Form and provide necessary supporting documentation (e.g. certified 
transcripts). Applicants must also include with their application a one page statement outlining why they want 
to undertake a PhD in this area at Notre Dame and how this opportunity aligns with their own research 
interests. Scholarship applications close on 19 April 2021 at 5pm AWST and should be emailed to Dr Raoul 
Oehmen (Research Manager, School of Medicine), raoul.oehmen@nd.edu.au  
 
For enquiries related to the research topic, please contact A/Prof Diane Arnold-Reed, diane.arnold-
reed@nd.edu.au 
 
For process related enquiries, please contact the Research Office, research@nd.edu.au. 
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