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The cradle of Western Civilisation 

IN THE WORLD AND FOR THE WORLD: The University of Notre Dame Australia is a university ‘in the 

world’ and ‘for the world’ seeking to play an active role in the local, national, and international communities. We 

seek to provide an excellent educational experience that will equip students with attributes that go beyond 

excellent disciplinary expertise and technical knowledge. We strive to foster skills, values and characteristics that 

enable students to connect with and serve the community through active participation, engagement and reflection.  

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST: In the Winter Term of 2018 the School of Philosophy and Theology will offer 

an immersion in two cities that together form the cradle of Western Civilisation. This Special Topics course is 

available to any undergraduate student studying philosophy or theology, either as a degree programme, or as a 

major. It will also be available to any postgraduate student. This course is worth 25 units of credit. 

WHEN?  01 WEEK: Monday 02 July – Friday 06 July 2018 Athens  

02 WEEK: Monday 09 July – Friday 13 July 2018 Rome  

 

HOW MUCH? The cost of this immersion experience is approximately $3,000 (students are 

responsible for flight to Athens and from Rome). The flight from Athens to Rome, bus 

fares, accommodation, and some meals are covered in the $3,000 fee. 

CRADLE OF WESTERN CIVILISATION: When St Paul stood on Mars Hill (near the Acropolis in Athens) 

to proclaim the “unknown God” (Acts 17:22-31) of the Hebrew and Christian traditions, the people of Athens had 

already been involved in one of the most remarkable human endeavours in the history of thought: the birth of 

Western Philosophy. Western philosophy, following the footsteps of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, forged a 

method of enquiry that has influenced western civilisation in numerous ways. Most of the academic disciplines 

taught at 21C Universities had their origins in a 500 year period before the Christian era. This immersion 

experience will take you to historical sites of philosophy in Athens; and historical and contemporary sites of 

significance in Rome. 

FAITH AND REASON: A great benefit of studying at a Catholic Liberal Arts University, like the University of 

Notre Dame Australia, is that the Catholic intellectual tradition has embedded both faith (theology) and reason 

(philosophy) into understanding the nature and meaning of human experience. 

If you are interested in taking part in this immersion experience please contact the following people: 

Fremantle campus: Dr Philip Matthews: Acting Dean, School of Philosophy and Theology: 08 9433 0132 

philip.matthews@nd.edu.au 

Sydney campus: Professor Renee Kohler-Ryan: Dean, School of Philosophy and Theology: 02 8204 4171 

renee.kohler-ryan@nd.edu.au 
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