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Message from the Dean 

 

I am delighted to present the recipients of the December 2020 awards.  

These awards recognise students who have demonstrated academic 

excellence, recognition of outstanding contribution, or high levels of 

clinical competence in the Bachelor of Nursing and Postgraduate Nursing 

programs.   

The selection process of the student most worthy of a particular award is 

often a difficult one, as academic and clinical staff are able to recognise 

excellence in many of our graduates.  

I would also like to acknowledge and thank our award donors for their 

continued generosity and support.  

Congratulations to all of you on your well-deserved success.  

I wish you all the very best and I cannot wait to see all that you accomplish 

after graduation. 

  

Professor Karen Clark-Burg 

Dean, School of Nursing & Midwifery 



Australian Association of Gerontology 

This award is for a student who excels in aged 

care professional practice. 

Recipient |Breanna Gatt 

 

The HESTA Academic Award in Nursing and 

Midwifery 

The award is to recognise and reward a first 

year student enrolled in the School of Nursing 

& Midwifery, Fremantle, who, having 

completed all components of the first year of 

the Bachelor of Nursing course, achieves the 

highest overall final mark (GPA) in the 

relevant academic year. 

Recipient | Michael Kempe 

 

Award for Outstanding Academic Writing 

and Research 

The award is for outstanding academic 

research and writing by a first year student. 

Recipient | Lily Matthews 

 

The Western Australian Nurses Memorial 

Charitable Trust Award 

The award is for excellence in nursing 

research for an undergraduate first year 

student. 

Recipient | Madison Power 

 

Excellence in Research Award 

The Excellence in Research Award is for the 

student showing most potential as a future 

nurse researcher in the clinical research field. 

Recipient | Lily Matthews 

 

 

 

Special Commendation in Professional 

Practice 

Feedback from Boddington Hospital was 

received that the student is an absolute delight 

to have, she has shown great initiative and 

desire to learn that is well above what we 

would expect of a stage 1/2 student RN. She is 

inquisitive and self-directed, and has taken 

every opportunity to participate and have 

input into patient care, including patients 

presenting to ED and palliative care. They have 

received numerous feedback from patient's 

family members that have commented on the 

student's ability to engage patients and 

families in a therapeutic way, and her diligence 

and thoroughness in dealing with their loved 

ones. 

Recipient | Olivia Orrett 

 

 St John of God Health Care Prize in Nursing 

The prize is to recognise a second year 

undergraduate student who has shown overall 

outstanding academic achievement, clinical 

excellence and commitment to the nursing 

profession. 

Recipient | Lauren Stobart 

 

The Southern Cross Care Nursing Student 

Scholarship 

The scholarship is awarded to an applicant who 

best demonstrates excellence in aged nursing 

care and commitment to Southern Cross Care 

values of Respect, Integrity, Compassion and 

Excellence towards the elderly, by providing 

support and services older people need 

including pastoral and spiritual care. 

Recipient | Alejandra Capriles 

 

The Geraldine Merchant Scholarship in 

Nursing 

The purpose of the scholarship is to 

assist and encourage students enrolled 

in their third semester of studies.  

Recipient | Alejandra Capriles 



The Michael Quinlan Award for Community 

Contribution 

To recognise an outstanding contribution to 

the community as a representative of the 

health profession at a student level. 

Recipient | Jakodi Millar 

 

The Silver Chain Prize in Social Justice and 

Community Service 

For a student from the School of Nursing and 

Midwifery who has demonstrated 

commitment to the philosophy of the UNDA 

program for social justice and community 

service. 

Recipient | Annabelle Jones 

 

The Bethesda Health Care Award for 

Excellence in Nursing Ethics  

The award is for the student for gaining a 

minimum ‘credit’ grade in the course known 

as NURS3027 Clinical Reasoning and 

Judgement; gaining a minimum ‘credit’ grade 

in the course known as CORE1020 Ethics; 

demonstrating a connection between 

theoretical and clinical nursing ethics and 

upholding the reputation of the School of 

Nursing in clinical practice settings. 

Recipient | Caitlin Kerr 

 

Emeritus Professor Doreen McCarthy Best 

Effort Award 

The award is for demonstrated significant 

personal growth over the three years of the 

program. The student demonstrated 

collegiality amongst fellow students, a 

consistent effort to succeed over the life of 

the program and effective two-way 

communication skills.  

 

 

 

The student upheld the reputation of the 

school in professional practice settings and 

made a tangible contribution to the ethos and 

philosophy of The University of Notre Dame 

and the School of Nursing & Midwifery. 

Recipient | Janice French 

 

Dr Rex Joyner Nursing Award 

The Dr Rex Joyner Award is for a student who 

demonstrates significant personal and 

professional growth over the three years of 

the program and a high level of collegiality and 

teamwork with fellow students. They 

demonstrate a consistent effort to succeed 

academically over the life of the program and 

excellent clinical skills in the professional 

practice setting. They have made a tangible 

contribution to the ethos and philosophy of 

The University of Notre Dame Australia and 

the School of Nursing & Midwifery. 

Recipient | Lana Murphy 

 

Catherine Brown Reynolds Prize in Nursing 
For a student enrolled in the Bachelor of 
Nursing who, in the opinion of the Dean, has 
consistently demonstrated a high degree of 
commitment, professionalism and excellence 
in clinical practice throughout the three years 
of the programme. 
Recipient | Tamara Eigenmann 
 
Associate Professor Heather Gluyas Award 

for Outstanding Leadership in Nursing  

The award recognises the demonstration of 

leadership skills and attributes of a future 

leader within the nursing profession. 

Recipient | Sofia Watkins 

 

The Lucille and Wallace Walters Prize in Ethics 

For a  student from the School of Nursing and 

Midwifery who has attained the highest mark 

in the relevant academic year for an essay in 

ethics. 

Recipient | Brian Davies 

 



Emerging Nurse Leader Award 

For a student who gets the combined highest 

average score for the three courses:  

NURS2026 - Transition to practice 1 -  

Self-care & Professional Development 

NURS3028 Transition to practice 2 - 

Contemporary Practice and 

NURS3033 Transition to practice 3 - 

Leadership and Management. 

 Recipient | Lana Murphy 

 

The NURS3030 Aboriginal Health Award 

This award is presented to the student who 

achieved the highest mark in the Aboriginal 

health course. The course content links 

Indigenous Australian history and 

intergenerational trauma to present day 

health disadvantage; enabling students to 

plan compassionate, holistic and culturally 

sensitive care for Aboriginal Australians. 

Recipient | Emma Zanoli 

 

Outstanding Student Award in Critical Care 

Nursing (Undergraduate) 

The award is for a final year student from the 

School of Nursing and Midwifery for their 

excellence in the area of Critical Care.  

Recipient | Alexander McNeilly 

 

Perth Clinic Prize in Mental Health 

This prize recognises an outstanding nursing 

student in the area of mental health. 

Recipient | Mia Robertson 

 

 

The Australian College of Perioperative Nurses 

Western Australia (ACORN) in Undergraduate 

Perioperative Nursing 

The award is to recognise and award the highest 

achieving student in the course NURS2025 

Nursing Care 4 - Perioperative and the 

associated professional practice course. 

Recipient | Tamara Eigenmann 
 

Emergency and Critical Care Special 

Commendation Award 

To award is to recognise an Undergraduate 

Student enrolled in the Bachelor of Nursing 

Course NURS3032 Nursing Care 5- Critical Care 

who demonstrates effort, engagement, 

commitment and enthusiasm for emergency and 

critical care nursing. The student encourages 

learning and development with fellow students 

within all aspects of the course and shows 

professionalism and strong potential as a future 

Critical Care Nurse. 

Recipient | Jason Chua 
 

Special Commendation in Professional 

Practice 

This student has been described as lovely, 

safe, caring, quiet, hardworking, eager to 

learn and clinically competent.  She has been 

acknowledged by her Clinical Facilitator, in 

particular, for communicating with sensitivity 

and compassion with a patient with a 

disability. 

Recipient |Tisha Waigana 
 

Special Commendation in Professional 

Practice 

The Professional Practice Team want 

acknowledge the resilience, patience and 

excellent teamwork displayed by the students 

during a particularly challenging 3 week 

practicum in Semester 1, 2020. 

Recipients | Jakodi Millar 

 Isabella Mondello 

 Isabelle King  

 Madison McTaggart 

 Alexander McNeilly 

 

 



 Special Commendation in Professional 

Practice 

The Professional Practice Team congratulate 

this student on her commitment, passion and 

determination to reaching the end goal of 

graduating and becoming an RN. 

Recipient | Donna Hamer 
 

Special Commendation in Professional 

Practice 

This student was acknowledged by Dr Qasim 

Alam during a neonatal resuscitation on 

placement and was noted to be helpful, showed 

initiative and remained calm throughout the 

resuscitation. 

Recipient | Keisha Pavin 
 

Special Commendation in Professional 

Practice 

Hospitals have acknowledged these students 

for excellence in professional practice, critical 

thinking and analysis, holistic, compassionate 

and patient centred nursing care.  

Recipients| Rebecca Waterhouse 

 Leanne Bolton 

 Caitlin Kerr 

  Kyle Shepherd 

 Brian Davies 

 Meg Rankine 
 

Special Commendation Awards 

Recipients | Annabelle Jones  

 Emma Zanoli 

 Mia Robertson 

 Brian Davies 

 Elizabeth Axten 

 Molly Hickmott  

 Tianna Furness 

 Mitchell Mudie 

 Jessica Durst  

 Wei Jing Kok 

 Georgia Borshoff 

 Sarah Dawson 

 Callum Fitzgerald 

 Michelle Nash 

 Christine Bolton  

 

The Shaw Family Award in Perinatal and 

Infant Mental Health 

The purpose of the Award is to recognise the 

postgraduate student who has achieved the 

highest academic grade in the course 

NURS6007 Introduction to Perinatal and 

Infant Mental Health in the School of Nursing 

& Midwifery at The University of Notre Dame  

Australia, Fremantle. 

Recipient | Chloe Lennox 

 

The Graduate Certificate in Contemporary 

Nursing Highest Achiever Award 

For a student from the School of Nursing and 

Midwifery who achieves the highest average 

mark of all students enrolled in the Graduate 

Certificate in Contemporary Nursing program 

in the relevant academic year. 

Recipient | Elizabeth Lipscombe 

 

The Master of Nursing (Coursework) Prize 

for Academic Excellence 

For a student from the School of Nursing and 

Midwifery who achieves the highest average 

mark of all graduating students enrolled in the 

Master of Nursing (Coursework) program in  

the relevant academic year.  

Recipient | Kate Laird 

 

The Master of Nursing (Research) Prize 

The prize is for the student who has achieved 

the highest examiner recommendations for 

their completed thesis and has been research 

active in addition to candidacy requirements. 

Recipient | Ellen Carland 



The HESTA Nursing and Midwifery Alumni of 

the Year Award 

The award recognises a graduate of the 

School of Nursing & Midwifery, Fremantle 

who has demonstrated exceptional 

professional and personal achievements and 

contributions to their field of nursing and/or 

midwifery, consistent with the Objects of the 

University. 

Recipient | Joshua Fu 

 

School of Nursing & Midwifery Dean's 

Award for Excellence for a Bachelor of 

Nursing (Enrolled Nurse Articulation 

Pathway) Student 

The School of Nursing & Midwifery Dean’s 

Award for Excellence is to recognise 

excellence in competency and academic 

performance in any of the nursing fields. 

Recipient | Anika Hodge 

 

School of Nursing & Midwifery Dean's Award 

for Excellence for a Bachelor of Nursing 

Student 

The School of Nursing & Midwifery Dean’s 

Award for Excellence is to recognise 

excellence in competency and academic 

performance in any of the nursing fields. 

Recipient | Julian Blythe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clinical Facilitator and Mentor Excellence 

Award 

These staff members have been noted for 

their exceptional Clinical Facilitation of both 

undergraduate and postgraduate nursing 

students on professional practice 

placement.  They have collectively supported 

numerous students and demonstrated strong 

support, mentoring and clinical supervision in 

environments that can be confronting, 

stressful and culturally different.  They are all 

professional, kind, caring and highly skilled 

RN’s.  Students have appreciated and highly 

valued their support.   

Recipient | Michelle Stedman 

 Krystal McGee  

 Joanna Shelley 

 

The School of Nursing and Midwifery Staff 

Teaching Excellence Award 

The Award is to recognize outstanding 

teaching by School of Nursing & Midwifery 

Academic Staff. 

Recipient | Chris Adams 

 

 



  
Nurses Hands Prayer 

 

Blessed be these hands that have touched life. 

Blessed be these hands that have felt pain. 

Blessed be these hands that have embraced with compassion. 

Blessed be these hands that have been clenched with anger or withdrawn 

in fear. 

Blessed be these hands that have drawn blood and administered 

medicine. 

Blessed be these hands that have cleaned beds and disposed of waters. 

Blessed be these hands that have comforted the sick and offered 

blessings. 

Blessed be these hands that grow stiff with age. 

Blessed be these hands that have comforted the dying and held the dead. 

Blessed be these hands, we hold the future in these hands. 

Blessed be our hands for they are the work of Your hands, O Loving God. 



 

 

  

Florence Nightingale Pledge 
I solemnly pledge myself before God and in the presence of this assembly, to 

practice my profession faithfully. I will abstain from whatever is deleterious and 

mischievous, and will not take or knowingly administer any harmful drug. I will 

do all in my power to maintain and elevate the standard of my profession, and 

will hold in confidence all personal matters committed to my keeping and all 

family affairs coming to my knowledge in the practice of my calling. With Loyalty 

I will endeavour to devote myself to the welfare of those committed to my care. 



  The School of Nursing and Midwifery Lapel Pin  

The lapel pin is a treasured tradition here at Notre Dame, a 1,000-year old symbol 

of service to others. The earliest ancestor of the pin, dates back to the Maltese 

Cross, adopted by crusaders and worn on their habits as a symbol of service to 

Christianity. Over the centuries, variations of the crusader's symbol were gradually 

modified, and became family coats of arms, often symbolizing service to a ruler. By 

the Renaissance, guilds had adopted coats of arms, symbolizing masterful service 

to the community. The most recent ancestor of the pin, is the hospital badge from 

the early 1900’s. 

It was given by the hospital school of nursing to their graduating students, to 

identify them as nurses who were educated to serve the health needs of society. 

This symbol of service involved many professional rights and responsibilities. The 

wearing of the badge, would show the recipient had embraced the knowledge and 

personal qualities expected of the qualified nurse. 

The Notre Dame School of Nursing and Midwifery lapel pin shows the university 

crest, which symbolizes facets of the university including its Catholic traditions and 

commitment to the search for truth and beauty. 

I hope that you will wear your lapel pin with pride, signifying a symbol of your 

achievement in becoming a registered nurse, demonstrating loyalty and pride as 

graduates of Notre Dame. 
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Broome Campus 
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The Objects of The University of Notre Dame Australia are:  

 

a.) the provision of university education within 

 a context of Catholic faith and values; and 

 

b.) the provision of an excellent standard of – 

 (i) teaching, scholarship and research; 

 (ii) training for the professions; and 

 (iii) pastoral care for its students 

 


