
 

 

REShare – Session 4 (Term 4, 2021) 

TOPIC: Hooked on a Feeling: Love as Hermeneutic in SiCT 

 
 
Key quotes:  

• ‘Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the 

law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus 

replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 

first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law and 

the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’ (Mt 22:34-40).  

• ‘Whoever, then, thinks that he understands the Holy Scriptures, or any part of them, but puts such an 

interpretation upon them as does not tend to build up this twofold love of God and our neighbour, does not yet 

understand them as he ought.’ (Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, 1.36.40). 

• ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:8). 

• ‘If God is not a Trinity, God is not love. For love requires three things: a lover, a beloved, and a relationship 

between them’ (Peter Kreeft). 

• ‘To Love is to will the good of the other’ (Thomas Aquinas).  

• ‘This likeness reveals that man, who is the only creature on earth which God willed for itself, cannot fully find 

himself except through a sincere gift of himself.’ (Gaudium Et Spes, 2).  

 
Hermeneutic Tables: 
 

Year 11 Studies in Catholic Thought 

Key inquiry question 
Hermeneutic 

(the key) 
Unlocked Answers 

U1: Who is the Human Person? 
1. What does it mean to be a human person? 
2. How does the person of Christ bring a renewed 

understanding of being human and in a 
relationship with God? 

 
 
→ LOVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→ LOVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→ LOVE 

The human person is made out of 
love and for love. Christ 
demonstrated the passionate love of 
God through the Cross (John 3:16)  

U2: Trinitarian God and Humanity 
1. Who does the Catholic Church say Jesus is? 
2. What did Jesus say about the Father and the 

Holy Spirit? 
3. What does the Catholic Church’s understanding 

of the Trinity say about the human person? 

‘God is Love’ (1 John 4:8). Jesus is the 
visible face of God’s love and mercy. 
The Holy Trinity is in relationship 
(Lover, Beloved, and love shared). We 
are made to be in relationship. 

U3: Reimagining Creation  
1. What are the characteristics of the human 

encounter with God? 
2. How have Catholics sought an understanding of 

God in the universe and creation? 
3. What are the challenges to the Catholic 

understanding of the human relationship with 
God and the evolving understanding of the 
human person? 

The human encounter with God is 
one of a relationship of love. The 
entire universe was brought forth in 
an unnecessary act of superabundant 
generosity and love. All challenges 
stem from an inability to understand 
how much God love us.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A34-40&version=NRSV
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1202.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A8&version=NRSV
https://www.newadvent.org/summa/2026.htm
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html


 

 

 
 

Year 12 Studies in Catholic Thought 

Key inquiry question 
Hermeneutic 

(the key) 
Unlocked Answers 

U1: Virtue, Vice, and Salvation 
1. What is the ‘good’ life and some of its 

challenges? 
2. What did original goodness look like and how 

was it disrupted? 

 
 
→ LOVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→ LOVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→ LOVE 

The Good life is a life of the virtues 
which free us to love well, both God, 
our neighbours, and ourselves. 
Original goodness went hand in hand 
with being in right relationship with 
God i.e. knowing we are beloved 
children.  

U2: The Good Works  
1. What ethical sources guide Catholics and what 

is the context in which they developed? 
2. What calls people to a life of service and self-

sacrifice? 
3. Who are the people and groups within the 

church who live a life of faith and good works? 

The Ten Commandments are centred 
around love of God and neighbour. 
The Beatitudes free us to love well. 
Love calls us to a life of service and 
self-sacrifice. Good works naturally 
flow on from love of God and 
neighbour.  

U3: The Common Good  
1. How is the Common Good expressed in Catholic 

Social Teaching? 
2. How does the Natural Law apply to the 

Common Good? 
3. How can the Common Good be lived? 

The foundation of Catholic Social 
teaching is LOVE. The natural love is 
geared towards love. The common 
good is achieved through loving.  

 
 
Saint Case Studies for Love: 

• Saint Damien of Molokai 

• Saint John of God 

• Saint Maximillian Kolbe  
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• Studies in Catholic Thought: Year 11 Modules 

• Studies in Catholic Thought: Year 12 Modules  

 
 


