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Bulletin – July/August 2021 
In this Edition of the LTO Bulletin, we share some of the ways we support your efforts at teaching 
excellence. 

We announce the new round of Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Seed Grants; our four 
external Panellists for the Educator Scholar Summit session TEL Leaders Panel: Using Learning 
Technologies to Enhance your Curriculum; and what is new in the TEL environment. 

A lot has also been happening in the lead up to the start of Semester 2. We ran a series of seven 
webinar workshops to support staff teaching online or in a blended environment. Using a new 
approach, the first half hour focused on sharing information, followed by a half hour Design Café. 
The aim of the Café was to create a community of learning where staff share specific advice to help 
put their ideas into practice. We have also produced a Resource Snack – a new eResource that 
provides a summary of resource ideas raised during a workshop. The Information Technology Office 
(ITO) acquired an institutional licence for Echo360 and to support staff implement this option and 
the LTO have created an Echo360: Getting Started Workshop Series. In addition, the National 
Director of the LTO, at the request of the PVCAD, convened a working group to create a new course 
outline procedure and template to be in place for Semester 1, 2022. 

We also want to thank those of you who completed the recent 
Feedback on the LTO survey. This information is extremely valuable 
and assists us in understanding what continuing professional learning 
and support makes a difference to your teaching and enhances the 
learning experiences for your students. 

If you would like any further information on any of the material contained in this edition, do not 
hesitate to contact the LTO. We look forward to supporting you in any way we can. 

 

 

Educator Scholar Summit 
Tuesday 28 September to Friday 1 October 2021 

We hope that amidst all the busyness, you have had the chance to 
register for the Summit. This is the only opportunity in the year for 
the entire Notre Dame teaching community to come together to hear 
from experts in the sector, what research into learning and teaching 
practices is being undertaken by colleagues, as well as to hear from 
our students. 

mailto:lto@nd.edu.au
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Expert Panel 

This year we have added to the program, a Panel of Experts from across the sector. Each of the 
experts will provide a seven minute presentation on current practice regarding each of the 
conference themes. Each person is recognised as a leader in their field and will hopefully encourage 
you to explore ideas that you can implement immediately. 

Blended Learning:  Colin Simpson, Monash University 
Engagement:  Dr Srecko Joksimovic, University of South Australia 
Community:  Conjoint Associate Professor Cathy Stone, University of Newcastle 
Wellbeing:  Associate Professor Chi Baik, University of Melbourne 

 
After the presentations you are invited to take the opportunity to then ask the Experts your most 
vexing questions. Register here for the TEL Leaders Panel: Using learning technologies to enhance 
your curriculum. 
 
Hot news-to-hand from our TEL Panellist Colin Simpson, ‘…Ed Tech must-read opportunities of the 
week’ was reported in the Campus Mail (17 August 2021). Colin explores the ed-tech space, the role 
of education technologists, looks at tips for first time lecturers, and the use of user friendly tools. 
Read the article here. 
 
Student Panel 

Last year we introduced the student panel, which you told us was a fabulous initiative. This year we 
have asked students to share their views on blended learning using the following questions as a 
starting point: 

• What does belonging and digital connectedness mean to me? 
• What did your lecturers do that made you feel connected? 
• What did your lecturers do to foster a sense of community? 
• What were the assessments that gave me a sense of belonging? 
• What about the course design worked well for me? 

 
Register here to join the Opening Session and Student Panel. 

Visit the Educator Scholar Summit website for all the sessions. 

 

 

Seed Grants for Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Projects 
Applications Open 9 August – Close 6 October 2021 
 
The LTO is pleased to announce that Seed Grants are available to 
Notre Dame staff undertaking University-based projects focusing on 
the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL). 
 
The grants are open to all teaching staff in order to provide the 
additional funding and support for Educator Scholars to conduct their 
SoTL projects. We invite applications for projects that have a strong 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/158681293019
https://campusmorningmail.com.au/news/colin-simpsons-ed-tech-must-read-opportunities-of-the-week/?utm_source=sendgrid.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=website
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/158684209743
https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/es/
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focus on improvements and innovation in the learning and teaching space. Findings and results will 
be disseminated throughout the University community, and we look forward to the 2019 winners 
sharing their excellent work. 
 
Register here for an Information Session – Applying for a SoTL grant to be held on Thursday 26 
August 2021. 
 
For more information regarding eligibility, the requirements of these grants, and how to apply, 
please visit the Seed Grants webpage or contact the LTO. 

 

 

A new Procedure and Template for Course Outlines Coming in 
Semester 1, 2022 

A working group comprising the LTO and the ADLTs was appointed by 
the PVCAD in May/June this year to review the Course Outline 
Template. This review was primarily due to feedback that: 

a) students are receiving variable information via their course 
outlines (it is extremely important that all students receive the 
same type of detail in order to ensure they are well placed for 
success), 

b) academic staff found the constant updating of general information in course outlines resource 
intensive, and also because 

c) the Course Outline policy was rescinded at the end of 2020. 

The Group began by reviewing the Course Outline Review Report produced by the LTO for the LTC in 
2018. Following benchmarking against nine Australian universities, the Report indicated that a 
number of important pedagogical items were missing from the ND Course Outline Template. 

The Report also recommended that in the creation of the new Course Outline Template, policy 
related information be separated from course information. i.e. it recommended two separate 
documents, similar to the notion of a Part A and a Part B: 

Part A: focuses on course information required for students to successfully complete the specific 
course. 

Part B: focuses on generic information regarding University support for students. This includes 
resources and policy information, e.g. information provided by the Library and Student Support 
Services, policy and forms dealing with extensions. 

The recommendation would also mean that the Course Outline Template would no longer require 
regular updating. 

Consultation with key stakeholders identified by the PVCAD on the draft of a new Procedure and 
Course Outline Template will take place shortly. 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/165387692039
https://www.notredame.edu.au/staff/work/LTO/awards-and-grants/seed-grants
mailto:lto@nd.edu.au
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Technology Enhanced Learning 

Blended Learning: Curriculum Design Practice Guide 

Following our webinar on Curriculum Design in the blended learning 
environment, we have developed a Practice Guide – a short evidence 
and research-based guide demonstrating good pedagogy in practice. 

Click here to view the Practice Guide. Use it to ensure your blended 
learning is purposeful in determining the learning experiences. What 
should be attempted online by students without support; what 
should be attempted online with support; and what learning 
experiences are best facilitated by you (either on campus or through 
video conferencing). The Guide covers timeline, blended learning 
activities, examples, developing community, feedback cycles, 
formative assessment, pulse checks (quick course-based ‘check-in’ survey during the semester), 
Universal Design for Learning and evaluating, and redeveloping your course. 

 

New eResource – Resource Snacks – summary of teaching online series of Workshops 
In the mid semester break, in response to the rapidly 
changing circumstances in Sydney, the LTO with the help of 
some guest speakers from School of Education gave a series 
of webinars on various aspects of online teaching: (1) 
curriculum design principles for online learning; (2) an 
example of a scaffold for lesson planning (3) the basics of 
online teaching and using Blackboard; (4) an overview of the 
tools available to create engaging learning opportunities; (5) 
suggestions about incorporating feedback into your courses; 

(6) how to improve your multimedia resources. 

We have created a new type of eResource called ‘Resource Snacks’ which covers the questions 
discussed during the Design Café's after the webinars. All of the Resource Snacks, recordings of the 
webinar, plus the slides are available in LT1004. 

 

Have you heard of ASCILITE? 
If you are looking for an idea of what is going on in blended and 
online teaching in the sector, then take a look at the Australasian 
Society for Computers in Learning in Tertiary Education 
(ASCILITE). You can follow them on Twitter, follow their blog, or 
dip into their regular webinar series where academics from all 
over the Asia Pacific present on what is happening in their 
learning and teaching space right now (the LTO have been 
presenters in the past). The webinar recordings are free to watch 
and you can find the 2021 series here. They also publish the Australian Journal of Educational 
Technology (AJET), a more formal source of information on current educational technology practice. 

  

https://learnit.nd.edu.au/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_891556_1&course_id=_167626_1
https://learnit.nd.edu.au/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_891556_1&course_id=_167626_1
https://www.notredame.edu.au/staff/work/LTO/assets/assessment-in-practice/PracGuideBlendedLearningCurriculumDesign.pdf
https://learnit.nd.edu.au/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_167626_1&content_id=_617004_1&mode=reset
https://twitter.com/ascilite?s=20
https://blog.ascilite.org/
https://ascilite.org/category/2021-Webinar-archives/
https://ajet.org.au/index.php/AJET
https://ajet.org.au/index.php/AJET
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Echo360 at Notre Dame 

Echo360 is a video platform for 
education. It is now 
incorporated into Blackboard at 
Notre Dame and so both you 
and your students already have 
access and will be able to use 
Echo360 to produce and store 
videos. 

This video will show you how to 
get started with Echo360 
quickly. 

Echo360 is intuitive and very 
easy to use. You can: 

• Upload and store your 
existing videos for easy 
access and embedment into 
your Blackboard content 

• Record new videos 
• Embed interactive activities, such as polls or quizzes, into your videos 
• Access video data analytics 

Echo360 video player has a lot of added functionality, so that your students will be able to speed up 
or slow down the video, change the quality setting to accommodate low bandwidth, and use the 
discussion function to add comments, including specific ones attached to a particular part of the 
video, or add their own materials. 

You will find Echo360 resources including a series of How-to get started Echo360 webinars in the 
Echo360 Resources section of LT1004 
Continuing Professional Learning with the LTO 
Blackboard course here (please log into 
Blackboard before clicking the link). 

The first webinar was attended by over 30 
people and it was great to meet some new 
faces! 

For ongoing support, ITO will be available to answer technical questions and the LTO can assist you 
in developing quality video content. 
 
  

https://youtu.be/BeBtNjh5GfE
https://learnit.nd.edu.au/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_914696_1&course_id=_167626_1&mode=reset
mailto:ITServiceDesk@nd.edu.au?subject=Echo360
mailto:LTO@nd.edu.au?subject=Echo360
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Upcoming Echo360 Webinars 

Echo Getting Started Workshop Series #2: Editing video in Echo360 
Friday 20 August 11.30-12.30 AWST/1.30-2.30pm AEST 
Register here 
 

In this session, learn the features of the basic Echo360 media editor as well as how to make media 
interactive by embedding polls. 

• Non-destructive editor 
• Downloading, saving and sharing 
• Embedded polling editor 

 
 
Echo Getting Started Workshop Series #3: Student media 
assignments and media analytics  
Friday 27 August 11.30-12.30 AWST/1.30-2.30pm AEST 
Register here 
 
In this session: 
• Learn how Echo360’s media assignment tool will allow 

students to create and share media assignments that are locked to changes upon submission 
date. 

• Echo360’s media analytics will tell you who is watching your video, how much they are watching 
and show you whole class and individual polling results. 

 
 
Echo Getting Started Workshop Series #4: But wait, there’s more 
Friday 3 September 11.30-12.30 AWST/1.30-2.30pm AEST 
Register here 
 
This session is for anyone who wants to explore some of the other options for using Echo360: 
• Groups for sharing video collections with students and colleagues 
• Course sections, allow you to create video lists and share PowerPoint presentations alongside 

video 
• Creating links to video media to share outside of Echo360 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/166128792691
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/166129284161
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/166129635211
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Trauma Based Response – Toolkit for Universities 

We read about the Dean of Students, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, Adam Jussel’s response to his concern for student and 
staff wellbeing as they returned to campus in an article in the 
Chronicle. Similar to many of our students, a survey at his University 
found that students felt a lack of connection and belonging. And just 
like our staff, staff reported feeling overwhelmed. In response to the 
situation, wide consultation was undertaken to slowly create a human 
centred and trauma informed toolkit. 

Adam responded to an email expressing our interest in the toolkit 
saying: “I would love to partner with you on this project as you see fit. 
[The toolkit] … is an evolving document that will be revised and 
updated based on our research and data” (29/7/21). If you would like 

a copy of the article, please contact the LTO. It is inspiration on our how we can care for each other. 

We leave you with this thought from Professor Brené Brown. 

 

 

What do you think about the LTO Bulletin? 

We would be very grateful if you could spend a minute to give feedback on our bulletins by sending 
us an email to LTO. 

 

 

Stay Connected 

 

mailto:lto@nd.edu.au
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You can visit the LTO online, or send us an email LTO. We also invite you to follow us on 
Twitter or Facebook. We also have a special Facebook Group for Sessional Academics. 

 

https://www.notredame.edu.au/staff/work/LTO/the-LTO/contact-us
mailto:lto@nd.edu.au
mailto:@LTONotreDameAUS
https://www.facebook.com/LTONotreDameAUS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NDAUSSessionalAcademics
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