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Appendix D:
Research involving Children
Research involving children and young people raises particular ethical concerns relating to:

•  their capacity to understand the nature of a research project and the implications of participation

•  their level of maturity and consequent ability to make decisions regarding participation in research

•  potentially conflicting values and interests of children/young people and their parents or guardians

•  the possibility of exploitation or coercion by parents, peers, researchers or others.

A ‘child’ is a person under the age of 18, and the term ‘young person’ is often used to describe older children. A child or young person may or may not have the maturity to make a decision that is sufficient to authorise participation in research. The ethical standard for valid decisions by children or young people to participate in research is the level of maturity that is necessary to enable this decision with consideration for the proportionate degree of risk involved in the research.
Research with children or young people must be consistent with the National Principles for Child-Safe Organisations, endorsed by the Australian Council of Governments. In particular, researchers have an obligation to respond appropriately if children or young people report any safety concerns or instances of harm, including reporting to the appropriate authorities, when necessary.
1. Justify the inclusion of children in this research. Can the research be conducted using adults over the age of 18 instead? 
	


2. How do the benefits of the research outweigh the risks to the child participants?
	


3.
What measures are in place to minimise or mitigate physical, mental or emotional harm to the child participants?
	


4.
Will you be obtaining active, informed and written consent from parents or legal guardians?

	
	
	If NO, justify why not

If YES, outline how this will be managed


	


5. Will you be obtaining assent from the child participant? 
	
	
	If NO, how will the child’s wishes be considered?

If YES, outline how this will be managed, how the researchers will assess the maturity of the child to provide consent, and whether the child will be provided with a Participant Information Sheet

	


6.
How and where will recruitment take place, e.g. school, via social media etc.
	


7.
How will any unequal relationships be managed (e.g. clinician / child, teacher / child) to ensure there is no potential power imbalance that may undermine the voluntary and informed nature of consent?
	


8.
How will the researchers manage a situation where a child discloses abuse, neglect or immediate self-harm?
	


9.
How does the research adhere to the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations, and the Commonwealth Child Safe Framework?
	


Thank you for providing this additional information.
Please attach a copy of a current Working with Children approval for all researchers who will have direct contact with child participants, as well as this form to your ethics application.
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